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INTRODUCTION

Thel Westl IAsia. H Northl IAfrica (WANA)regioniis_inl jprofoundl krisis.. IConditionsl Jare
becoming morel complex, morel fragilel and morel dangerouslwithl every passing day, and
therel is_ anl urgent_ heed tol hddress_them. Initiating 4 viablel process.forl cooperation_and
securitylin Ithel 'WANALIregion| lhasl Ibeenl lrecognized laslla_way! lto_lovercomellregional
challenges. Inl this context, threel practical tools_were_ proposed:La_cohesionl fund/ al social
charterl and 4 community’ ofl water and_energy [ The  aiml isl to_ build 4 tegional community
that' canl addresslits problems and_ 4 tegional civil_ society.that is ablel tol communicatel its
needsLin partnershiplwithl ¢itizens froml across the tegion.

Togetherl jwith! the Sasakawal Peacel Foundation, HRHI Princel Hassanl bin Talal and his
officel (Majlis_ EI' Hassan) havel promoted. the. process.of “Voices from[ Asia’l as almeansl for
dialoguel and mutual participation.[Thel Institutel ofl Strategic Studies'isLan/ Islamabadl based
policy centre withl 4 focus.on security issues.

Thel lIslamabadroundtable, |“Towards_a |Process_forl |Cooperation land ISecurity’l Iwas
sponsoredl by’ thel Sasakawal [Peace Foundation,[ land Jorganised byl Majlis_ [EI' [Hassanl_in
partnership withl thel Institutelof Strategic Studies, with thelhelplofl thel Helsinki Process for
Globalisation and Democracy.

Thelmeeting focussed uponl fourlinterrelated issues:

e Opening thel ¢hannelslofl communication tolbuild a WANAl¢oncept;

e Concretelmeans| forl ¢reating al process_forl cooperation andlsecurity inf WANA;
e  Empowering/ thelpowerless;

¢ and moving forwardwith 4 process forl cooperationland security.

Participants_¢onsidered theltole’ ol honl governmental organisations. (NGOs),[as well as the
valuelof Trackl1,) 2 and[1.5 networking within'and beyond thel WAN Al tegion.



Sessionl 1 [Empowering! lthe. Powerless| — |Al [Processl ttol Involve land_Engage! the
Marginalized

Three main/ questions discussed:

1. Howl_ldolwel Ibreakl ldownlIthel lboundaries |betweenl IpeoplelJandl Ipromotel Jeffective
citizenshiplover émerging exclusionisti identities?

2. How.doswelharmonisel thel hetwork ofl ¢ivil Societies and maximisel theirl potential?

3. Howt¢anlthel cooperation/between! ¢ivil societyl drganisationslin Westl Asia bel promoted
and supported?

Inge ILonning discussed thel lexperiencel lof Nordicl Icountries' Jin /building /democracy
through! thel involvement off civil society.. Hel hoted! that! until 150 years_ ago,  thel Nordic
regionl suffered lfroml ffrequentl lconflicts_land wasllonellof thel least developed Jareas Jof
Europe/whereas todayl theylarelamong thel10_20_tichest countries in the[sworld [ Consistent
democratisationl] efforts, | thel | decentralisationl] of_ | governance | mechanisms.] andl] the
involvement of all ¢itizenslinl governance processes_have beenlmajor contributing factors to
this'development. At thel beginning of thel 20" Century, social contracts werel developed to
support_thel poorestl sectorsLofl society,l and_ createl thel tripartite. model for controlling the
labourt market' H bringing together! thel government, ¢ivil society. and business[+ whichlthen
spread_tolotherl areas. Today,/ Nordiclsocieties_actively involvel minorities_inl policyl making
and. governancelH thel guiding principlelis_thatl organisations_ofl ¢ivil society havel tol belkey
players_inl social development, as_coexistencel takes. placelin’ the! tealm  ofl everydayllife. [ Mr.
Lonning concluded! that' thel mainlessons to bel drawn from/ the/ Nordicl experiencel arel the
importancd ofl fostering/inclusivel ¢ivil Societyl organisationslas_part ofl society and thel active
participation of suchl organisationslinl publicland political life.

Walid Salem challenged! thel framing of' thel sessionl bylasking{ wherel citizens figurelinl the
tripartitel structurel ofl society, consistingl ofl thel public sector, civil society andlbusiness. He
suggested.that' morel initiatives_directly’ froml thel citizens_would bel heeded and therefore
citizens_should bel seenl as_ thel fourth,”and most important, sector in society. Thelsraluel of
thislwould be thatl it would forceluis tol teconsiderland expand our! traditional inderstanding
ofl thel public_spherel as hotl something completelyl contradictory! tol thel privatel sphere, and
thusl alsolforcel tis__tol bringl somelissues, suchlas_ thel rolel andl rights_ ofl wwomen, froml the
privatel spherelintol the publiclsphere. Making anl ethiclof tesponsibilityl tolhumanityl part of
thelpublic spherel dpenslipld new range of policy. choices.[ Tol promote. effectivel ¢itizenship
and to. makel it more_ difficult tol claiml tol $peakiin| thel hame_ of thel people, the concept of
democracylneeds tol bel teversed from people’s sovereigntyl tol ¢itizen’s sovereignty. Citizens
should be  tesponsiblel for theirl ownl sovereigntylas_ theylarel thel cornerstonelofl democracy.
Regarding] thel empowermentl bfl thel marginalised, IMr.[ Salem[ hoted that thel peoplelare
powerful évenlwhenl they arel silent aslsilencel ¢anlalsol belal tejectionl off thel current situation.
Hel outlined fout projects.which' could maximise  thel potential ofl ¢itizens, provided! tegional
policies_ could. bel developed.. Hel alsol relayed MECA’s willingness_ tol expand_in orderl to
work withl dther ¢civil societyl novements_inl thel tegion. Thel fourt projects_outlined were:

e Civil Peace/ Hinternal disputes, suchl as_ thosel betweenl thel secularl and thel feligious_or
the Sunni and. thelShia havelled tolmore deaths! than/international disputes;

e Building citizenshiplaslwell as. democracy and democratic_institutions - 5ol farl most
initiatives_tol build. democracylinl thel WANALtegion havel beenl top. downl and. citizens’
movements would be needed to build_ democracy froml the bottomluip;
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e Human/Securityl H theltight of all people to havel equal access tol freedoml from[feartand

want;

e Promoting thel ideas_ bf moderation H moderatel_groups_arel still_thel majorityl in the
WANALtegion,but they arelvoiceless. CitizensTmovements_ to_ promote. moderationlare
badlylfheeded.

Ron Pundaki approached thel questions_set for thel session’ byl iising thel Israelil Palestinian
caselstudy_asl anl example.[ Building on twol points_madel byl President: Musharrafl in his
inaugural address) hamely thatl thel Israeli Palestinianl conflict: must_bel resolved and that
therelis hol time! tol waste, Pundakl asked how! thel people, civil societyl as iwell asl citizens,
could contribute! this_ effort Hel outlined threel scenarios H thel current fugly’ scenario, the
‘bad”_scenariolofl thel conflict_ escalating further| and thelfgood® scenario ofl thel Palestinian
unityl government contributing tol thel initiation of dialoguel betweenl thel governments_of
Israeland Palestine. Thellast scenariolis_thel one thel peoplelof Israel and Palestineswvish for
butlalso_onelwhich theylbelieve possible.[[Fourtlegssvould bel tequired; thel political leg,| the
securityllegl (human! securitylas_well as_hational securityl bnl bothl sides), thel economiclbr
developmental leg/ land icross_border civil lsocietyl lcooperation.[ Thel imainl Irolel ffor lcivil
society_is_tolIbuildJcritical imasslin[ lorder 'tollinfluencellthel Imindsets_Jof Ipeople, Ishift
perceptionsland. fecreatel trust_and hope.Thesel processes_are. beingf initiated throughl the
organisation. of meetings_ between young politiciansland leaders/ teligiousl leaders, football
players/ teachers_and bther key sectors_off society. Thel examplel of thel Israeli Palestinian
peace. NGOLforuml could bel replicated inl bthetl areas, suchl asl economics_and! thel media,
and_hewt technologies_ should be_ employed. tol createl dialoguel betweenl thel youth, asl the
next generationl of leaders Anotherlidea would beltol create onel économiclunit inlWANA,
whichl would thenl Irelatel to_lothet! lcountries_and regions, building lonthel Jlexamplel lof
Integrated |Cropl I Management.[ /PundaklJconcluded byl Inoting Ithat! lin[ This_ lexperience,
wherever al ¢ooperativel process_has beenlinitiated, ¢itizens havel beenl ¢ager! tol takel partiand
promotel suchl activities H 4 signl that it is_ possiblel tol solvel current problems andl éndl the
conflict.

Rahmanl Sobhan! concluded! thel discussion by noting/ that muchl ofl thel discourselon! ¢ivil
society istheld captive byl thelhotionl ofl ¢ivil Societyt telated tolliberal humanisti values. In the
WANALregion, thel most active. ¢civil $ocietyl grouphaslbeen’ the fundamentalists, swwholhave
beenlVeryt successfullinl teaching out tol the powerless, due’ tol their global outreachland well |
established financing networks. Inl thel absencel bf al peaceful routel forl expressing their
discontent withl currentl fegimes,  thel marginalised and thel powerless_arel channellingf their
discontent! throughl extremism.[ Unless_policyt agendas_aiml tol address_thel deeplinjusticeslin
all_lour societies’ and_structural changel isl attempted, thel iworld will becomel even more
dangerous and instable. Inl 4 tegion/ Where! therelisl weakl democracy and extreme ¢onditions
of_ poverty, it vould belessential tol createlliberal channels_ of venting anger.[ One possible
solutionlwould bel tol providel betterl opportunities_ tol enter! thel market  inl anl effectivel way,
thuslproviding/ more opportunities for inclusion.

Key issues/ discussed:

e There is_a heed forl 4 hetwork ofl hetworks - regional NGOs_ablel to_connect. with
existingl networks_outside the tegion.

e Structural ¢hangelatl thellevel of institutions_and society would belneeded tol temove the
potential of individuals_ turning tol ¥iolence swhenl current structures_arel hot iworking.
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Thislshould bel_lcomplemented by Ipolicy!_agendaslIthat addressthel lroot! lcauses_lof

injustice.

e Obstacles_for Ichangel landl Jagents_Jofl Ichangel Ishould Jbe’ considered together.[[Key
obstacles_for strengthening civil societyl and participation identified inl thel discussion
werelauthoritarianl tegimes, extremists, ‘invaders’and. ¢lites interested in maintaining the
status__quo._Citizens_andl civil_society_could contributel byl initiating| discussion about
working| towardsl_participatory_democracy._ Discussions_should involvel governments,
could_highlight different issues_and nheedsl (e.g..education health care/ citizens heeds,
etc)landishould aim at achieving changelin' al peaceful andlorganised say [ Mobilising/ the
moderates/in/ society Wwaslseen as d key to developing non violent strategies forl teform.

e By focusing onl shared problems experiencedlin different countries within/ thel WANA
region, fegional civil societylawareness.could bel created and somel sensitivities_felt by
national governments.¢could bel defused.

o Aslilfirst stepl towards_strengthening civil societylin' thel WANAL region, 4 taskforce
should! bel set tipl tol consider swhat heeds_tol bel done.[ It would be helpful tolinvolve
peoplelxvholhavelinitiated similatf ¢ivil $ociety processeslin different tegions, inl order to
learn[froml their’ example.

e ThelICitizensT|Global I Platform [ Ithel I World I Movement | for | Democracyt land[ I the
CommunitylofDemocraciesiwere identified as_possiblel partners.

Session 2: Concrete. Means! forl Creating 4 Process for_ Cooperation_and Security in
WANA

Three main' questions/ discussed:

1. How_canlivel effectivelylimplement thesel tools: 4 cohesion fund/ 4 $ocial charterf and a
watet and énergy. community?

2. Howlandwhere dowelbeginlimplementation?

3. Dolthe thredinstruments servelas d meaningful basis forl developing cooperation within
West Asia?

Muchkund Dubey outlined a possible concept fortd Social Charter! forl thel WANAltegion,
drawing onlhis experiences fromldeveloping al social ¢harter for Southl Asial Hel argued. that
becauselofl thel democraticldeficiencylin thel WANAltegion, pushing thel frontierl of political
and__civil rights should bel anl essential element of thel Charter[ Al Social Charter hasl very
littlel meaning/ inlessl it grants_ rights_ andl entitlementsonl thel basisLof! ¢citizenship, vhichlis
indiscriminatoryland something all people have inl commonl (unlikel teligion of ethnicity! for
example) [ Hel alsolargued! that inl thel context! off thel globalisationl andl liberalisation project
inlascendancyl today, 4 Social Charterl should tedefinel thel rolelof government! participation
inl thel governancel of thel market/ whichl byl haturel favoursl thel strongl overt thelwweak.The
Charterl Ishouldl havel leffectivel Iprovisions'lonl imonitoring - lonl thel ground Imonitoring
should bel donel nationallyl but! therel should also_ be a_mechanisml for regional cooperation.
WANALshould $tart withl anlinter’ governmental Social Charter to whichl ¢ivil society. could
contributelatl thel national level H effectivelyla bottoml iipl participatoryl process_directed by
governments. The first steplin developing alSocial Charter forr WANAlwould bel tolidentify
thelareas whichl should belincludedin the! ¢harter and suggested that thosel areas could be
humanl tights, employment (especiallyemployment of thel youth), provision_ ofl sheltet! to
thel lhomeless, leducation, lhealth,[ poverty lalleviation, land Iprovisionl lofl lassets_ItolIthe
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unemployed.[Thel second steplwould_then bel tolinitiatel short studies’intol thel reasoning
behind thel areas’selected, outlining current problemslandl possiblel solutions_as_ well as
identifyingf thel hecessary! tights and entitlements. Thel preamblel should bel 4 statement! of
thel jprinciplesland roles, based lon thel broader linternational frameworkl lofl values_land
norms. Thelmain bodylofl the. Charterf should ¢ontain/ 4 set ofl dbjectives'and goals, inl some
cases_even lquantifiable, inl order to measurel progress_in thel future. IAs 4 third step, a
strategyl $hould bel created tol achieve! thesel goals.[Professorl Dubey  suggested. that it swould
probably_notl be realisticl tolaim forf A judiciablel legal document, butl that! thel rightsland
entitlementsl] contained | within[ |it' | could.] bel | guaranteed | byl Jlocal | and | national |law,
complemented withlinstruments_ofl accountability, suchlas public hearings.

Ahmad ' Mango brieflyl | outlined Jal] possiblel | understanding | ofl | thel | proposedl] three
instruments_of al Cohesion Fund, 4 Social Charter andl4. Community. of Waterland Energy,
and_suggestedl howl andlwhere! tol beginl implementation. Hel defined WANALAs 4 region
covering 25 ¢countries:! thel 22 of thel Arabl League/plus the 3 neighbourslinWest Asia (Iran,
Israel Jand[ ITurkey)..JInJoutlining thel lsocio_economicrealities linl 'IWANA,[/Dr. IMango
identified threel_clusters_bfl countries_on the basis_of theitl incomellevels: low, middle_and
high| lincome.[[Hel Jargued Ithat! Idespitel lconsiderable! variationlin[ lincomel levels_ lamong
countries_inl ther WANA[ region, therel is_still a meaningful basisl forl cooperation[in the
region. Helnoted thatt WAN Al Suffers fromltwolbasiclstructural ¢hallenges: thelimbalancelin
thel distributionl bfl hatural andl humanl resources’and market failuresresulting from[ the
"Dutchl Disease" [ A networkl fot! thel conveyancel of thel twol basic hatural resources’ in
WANAL (waterl and_energy)_ among its_different! regionsl could form[ the backlbonel of a
regional industrial policy’ tol deal withl imarket failures resulting| froml thel Dutchl Disease.
Thislnetwork, thel Community_ off Water and Energy, whichl includes tenewable ¢nergyt and
desalination,[would tequirel thel following tol ¢émerge:

e Allfinancing Imechanisml]forl |thel!conveyancel |systeml]through! la |Cohesionl |Fund
(contributionslof__approximatelyl 1% of IGDP_could bel Imadel by each participating
country).

e Part ofl the[Fundl should belallocated tol financel supporting infra structurelin’ transport
(highways, tail and port facilities) andl énvironment.

e Alregional Social Charterl that graduallyl integrates national social Securitylsystemslinl the
region.

e Alwisionl forl anl Industrial Policyl ine WANAL tol deal withl market! failures_ that_ have
prevented theléemergencel of almodern manufacturing industrial base.

Thislcould servelasl thel foundationl ofl 4 sustainablel development! paradigm and providel a
bridge! forl thel tegionl tol fully join thel globalising world economyl and away! fromlits_ current
image! asl al supplier! bf oil and & source ofl violent extremism. Dr.[ Mangol concluded by
arguing] that! detailed. studies_ would bel heeded. tol further developthe. Cohesion Fund/ the
Social Charter, thel Communitylof. Waterl and Energyl and Industrial Policyl int WANAand
tolidentify operational instruments._for! theirl implementation.

Key issues/ discussed:

e It waslnoted that extremist organisationslin’ thel WANALregionl arel currentlyl providing
morel effectivel safetyl hets_ thanl governments - simplyl looking at howt to_usel current
resources morel effectivelylto provide social securitylcould improvel tegional stability.
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Social Charter

It would be_ important tol strengthen! thel capacity_ofl judicial systems_to_ implement
legislationwhichl could/ guaranteel the tights andlentitlements provided.in/ thel Charter.

Mobilising| ¢ivil $ociety at thel tegional level tol construct a tegional Social Charter would
inlitself alreadyl promotelsocietal development inl the WANA.

The Social Charter $houldl bel 4 combination betweenl 4l social_chartef and 4 code of
ethics H inl additionl tol butlining rights_ and_entitlementsl it should alsol outlinel social
responsibilities__suchl as_al kitizen’s. pledgel tol volunteerism, nonl violence, celebrating
diversitytand ¢ivil peace.

Al taskforcel should bel set upl tolinitiallyl conceptualise’ 4 social_charter, drawing tipon
existingl material andl tol distributel thel draft tol relevant stakeholders for. comments. It
was_suggested that Professor Dubeyt ¢ould lead such 4 taskforce.

HRH[ suggested_that, inl addition| tol Professorl Dubey, 4. member ofl thel Arabl though
forumlandl JAnnl Mariel Sigmund_Ishould bel_linvolvedLlin[ lthe_ drafting| lof ithel Social
Charter[HRH further stressed thelneed tol developld codelof standards whichl could be
integrated intol thelSocial Charter.

Cohesion Fund

ThelCohesion Fundlshould bel part of a broader frameworkl for tegional cooperationlin
ordet | tolImotivatel | countriesl] tol] contributel | tolit. 11t Ishould | alsobe ltakenl linto
considerationl that 4 fund capablel of makingf sizeablel contributionslwould. tequirel An
effectivelbureaucracy and safeguards against abuse.

Thel fund could beliised to improvelinfrastructure ol tolempower thel marginalised and
powertless throughl identifying thel lowestl segment ofl thel populationinl_eachl country
and( giving theml 4 icorporatel equityl stake™in thel oil industrylin thel region,[in/ order to
createld permanent sourcel ofl incomel generation.

Thel Cohesion Fund could learnl from! thel Partnershipl for Governance. Reform_ on
Indonesia lwhichllpushes_fotl Ireform | programmes_] (in_publicservicel lgovernance,
democraticl governance_and securityl and justice_governance)/ It is_al multi stakeholder
body, lwhichlenjoys_Ibroad Indonesianl lownership_Jandl has leffectivel Jaccountability
measures. It works_in partnershipl withl a multitudellof_ actors, suchl as_igovernment,
academia, ¢ivil Society and thel parliament.

Waterland Energyl Community

Some participants ¢considered the. Water and Energyl Communityt as’ thelost promising
initiativel JtoJstart Jwith [ Ibecausel it concernsl lessential_|basicllneeds_Jaround Jwhich
cooperation could belbuilt and around whichltherel alreadyt éxists' sSomelinfrastructure’ of
cooperation.
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Session 3 Opening Channels of Communication to Build A WANA[Concept

Twolmain questions/discussed:
1.0 How.dolwe  definel thel supranational needs o f outl tegion?
2. Howtdowel constructivelytinteract within Greater Asia?

Ilari Rantakari delivered a messagel from Ministef ofl Foreignl Affairslofl Finland, Mr. Erkki
Tuomioja. Ministerl Tuomioja highlighted that! whilel the. magnitudel bf problems_inl the
regionlis_daunting, it is nholjustification! for inaction, andl that 4 steplbylsteplapproachl can
achievel positivel Iresults, ‘as’ wasl lconcluded lat_thel IAmman meeting. [Hel lsuggested[ ithat
althoughl developing a visionl of the futurel ¢an givelal ¢learl sensel of directionl tolthe process,
ambitious_ goals, if formulated at thelonset of thel processmay! in fact' makelthelinitial $tages
morel difficult. In’ the case of thel Conferencel onl Security' and Cooperation inl Europe, for
example/ therel3verel 10_principles. guiding| cooperation. betweenl participants_and. thel $pirit
of_mutual confidence building.[ Simply initiatingl an inclusivel and! flexiblel multi stakeholder
processiywithl a pragmatic focuslinl thel WANALtegion svould bel anl invaluable contribution
inl itself. Ministerl Tuomioja_extended anl invitation tol consider the sefulnessLbf further
pursuing| thel possibilities_for advancing thel WANALagendal through' thel OSCE, during its
Finnish' presidency_in 2008.[There is 4 long standing telationshiplbetween thel OSCELand
thel Mediterranean Partners_forl Coloperation (Algeria/ Egypt,Israel[Jordan,[Moroccoand
Tunisia) aslwell as_ thel Asian[ Partners fort Cooperation (Japan,Republiclof Korea, Thailand,
Afghanistan’ and Mongolia),l and thel *OSCE/Strategy tol Address Threats_ tol Securityl and
Stabilitylin thel Twenty First Century’Lalreadyl provides thel organisation and Partner States
with[_lan[ lopportunity tol_explorel lnew _lavenues_lofl lcoloperationland linteraction for the
purpose_of énhancing/ mutual security.

Shireen Mazari suggested several supranational heeds_for the. WANA[tegion.[Shel hoted
that' thel tegionis_ heavilylimpacted onl byt éxtral regional powers,3vhich alsolhavelal rolelin
sustaining thelinstabilitylandldisunity ofl thel tegion.[Thel firstl upranational heed, therefore,
wouldl belIthellcreationlJofl la_Iconflictl Iresolution lframework ot lal lconflict_'management
mechanism, in order tolbreakl thel ¢yclel of violence/ Dr.[ Mazari suggested that! thel Oxford
Research Grouplmodel could be isedlas alstarting point. ThelOIC should alsolbe activated
tol_considert thel possibility_ of supporting a4 hon Muslim peacel keeping force, in ordetl to
createlbreathing space! for! finding political solutionsl tol tegional ¢onflicts Hinl particulat! the
Israeli Palestinian’ ¢onflict.. Al second supranational need Dr.[ Mazari identified was_ the. need
for transformingf teligion'intol al source forl peace/hotl conflict| throughl promoting/ tolerance
and_ithel understanding ofl differences.. Shel suggested twol deliberate, longl terml policies
which! could makel hegotiation and conflict tesolutionl easier: tising thel medial to_ publicise
thelpositivel aspects_ofl the ‘otherland indertaking confidence building measures tol reduce
thel Inegativel limagesl lofl Ithel Fother’| Regarding linkagesl withl IGreater! |Asia, [Dr.[ Mazari
suggested that bringing togethett communities of power might bel dbnelway! to build tegional
integration andlbring{ about greater ¢ivil Societyl participation/and émpowerment.

Takeaki Hori called fort thel activation' ofl ¢ivil societyl movements_in' the. WANAL region.
Hel hoted thel flipside_ off globalisation wwhichlhas/lead to d widening off thel gapl betweenl the
haves_andl havel hots, thus_imaking thel promotionl bfl civil society_and democracylimore
difficult. Civil societylactivation, following thel model ofl Eastern Europelinl thel 1980s_and
1990s,isl neededtol bridgel this_deficit._ Professorl Hori used_thel lexamplel of thel Open
Societyl Fund_of Georgel Soroslas al model svhichl couldlbel suitablel for thel WANALtegion.
Additional lorganisationsIthatl were successful linl ldeveloping linternational Icivil Isociety
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cooperation arel thel Peoplelinl Need Foundation,[based in Prague, thel Helsinki ProcessLof
thel 1970’s,[ thel Oslol Initiativel and,” morel recently, thel democratisation process_inl South
East Asia.

Key issues/ discussed:

e The ided of developing WANALisl 4 yvery svelcomel and workable initiative. The tworld
hasl seenl examples| of thel emergencel ofl similar’ groupingsl inl thel past, forl examplelin
South[Eastl ]Asia/ lwhere! lanl limagined |region Iwas_|created through! Iconsistent land
deliberatel efforts, andl today stands aslanl anchor! forl $tability Thel creation off WANA
couldistart withlal small humber ofl countries willing! tolinitiatel the process_and develop
itl further.

e Allworking lerouplshould lbellset uplltolworkl Jonl thel lconceptllof WANA through
informal meetings, exchanges_ofl ideas_and othetl confidencel building measures._An
offer wasl madel tol advancel thel agendal discussed. during thel Finnish[ PresidencyLofl the
OSCELin 2008.

e Thel focus_of thelprocessiivas questioned:Lis_ the aiml tol ¢reatel 4 tonceptual framework
for creating| al commonl identityl among thel WANAL countries, bt tol createl practical
tools forlinitiating cooperationlin! thel tegion? Ifl thelaimlis thel former it is important to
safeguard diversityl and multiplelidentities. Ifl thellatter! is_ considered thel mainl aim, the
rolel differentl stakeholders_could playlin' developing and implementing them shouldbe
considered. Alclearert division of Tabourlbetweenl different actors.swould be iceded.

e It could bel tiseful tolactuallylhavel a twol trackl approachlwithl a governmental level as
well asl 4 civil society! level_Governments__could! try tol buildl practical/ incontroversial
tools that would offerl viable’ chancesfor dialogue ./ An Open Policy Institutel forl civil
society_organisations_could also_bel established. tol facilitatel parallel discussions_onl the
samelissues.

e Finding alsolutionltolthelIsraeli Palestinian conflictis ¢ssential fott buildingl ¢cooperation
withinl WANA/butl we must! bel_¢clear! that' solving it will hot! solvelall thel problemsin
thel tegion/and that it should not bel ised aslanl éxcusel forl not initiating/ al process.

e Thellong tradition of vertical| bilateral telations'in thel tegion havelled tol thel breaking
downl of_horizontal connections,_ whichl poses_achallengel forl ldeveloping relations
between ] WANAL and[] Greatetl | Asia.[ ] ALl concrete ] democraticl| mandate[ ] and[ ] the
involvement off civil societyl organisations would be heeded. tol tebuild these horizontal
connections. Inl thel future the great: powers of the worldlwill belin Asia, and thus the
economic_architecturel of thel region| should alsol reflect thel growing demandsfrom
Southland[Southl East Asia.

Session/4: Moving Forward - Implementing' a4 Process!for Cooperation and Security

Three main' questions/ discussed:

1. How.dowelidentify partners for implementation? Howt ¢an theylbelengaged?

2. How.dolwelensurel thel support ofl éxternal players (e.g/the USland the[ EU?)

3. Howt¢an wel coordinatelwith! tegional institutions.inl Asia (e.g.. ASEANLand APEC?)
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Senatorl Mushahid Hussein suggested. thatl the process.ofl ¢cooperationlin' Southl Easti Asia
couldl$ervelas_almodel forl the WANA!tegion. Helhoted that dialoguelandl peaceful means
of solving ¢rises arel badlyl heeded in’ thel tegion, especially svhenl ¢onsidering thel futilityl of
forcelinl Afghanistan and Iraq.[Senatorl Husseinlalsoléxpressed histhopel that thelhew Asian
Secretary. General bfl thel United Nations will_usel his full sweight' Andl moral authority’ to
promoteld peaceful tesolution! tol the emerging standoff between Iran'and the USA.

Felial Salem stressed thel importancelofl findingl 4 commonl platforml whichl would allow
bothl WANA[andl IGreater! |Asial tol Jachievel ttheir goals. Inl IGreaterl |Asia, veryl different
political and economiclsystems_exist, as well as_ various_religions_and. ethnicities. Therel are,
however, commonl problems, including poverty, bovernancel challenges,[ securityl threats
posed_byt conflicts inl thel fegion and_environmental issues/ Saleml asserted. that despitel the
differences, it is_ indeed possiblel tol build_ cooperationaround! finding solutions_tol these
commonl problems byt drawing onl thel shared great! ¢ivilisations_ofl Asia,[thel convergencd of
valuesland thelxvorld’s Jargest market. Therel are already. Asian_ communities_inl thel making,
mainlylthroughl Ithel establishment! lof_ lcommonlImarkets land Ideveloping Icivil Isociety
cooperation, as s witnessed byl the developmentloff ASEANLforl example,[as well as several
freeltradel Agreements, increasingl intra Asian tradel andl civil society_initiatives_suchas_ the
AsianlDialoguel Societyl (ADS) and  thel Asian[ People’s_ Assembly (APA).[Salemlalsolargued
that' in_ order tol secure thel support ofl éxternal actors, countries_inl Asia would first need to
find_credible. measures and leadershipl forl overcoming/ lesser tegional conflicts,[ improving
economic ¢ooperation and promotingl Asian' soft power, as_well as’ agreeing on a common
regional platform onlwhich  tolbuild ¢cooperation.[She  further argued that although! ASEAN
was_not__hecessarilyl veryl successful inl developing economicl integration,[ it stabilised the
regionl bf South! Fast Asia_politically._ ASEANLcould thus bel seenl as_ 4 betterl model for
developing cooperationin thel WANALIregion than forl example, thel European Union.
Finally, ISaleml iproposed.Ja_[Road Map_for ldeveloping lcooperation linl WANA. First/ la
humanitarianl lassistance._programmel would bel needed for ithel [Palestinians; lsecond, the
WANALconcept should bel further developed along the!lines oft ASEANLof the! EUJ third,
inl thel mediuml tol long term, 2 common! platform’ should bel created. tol resolve! thel Israeli |
Palestinian conflictt and discuss_ pluralismland! tolerancelin/ Islam.[Shel alsol suggested. that the
Waterl and Energyl Communityl and the. Millennium Development Goals_could bel good
entryl points_ forl initiating al process_ofl cooperation,twhichl should alsolinvolvel ¢ivil society
and_ thel private sector.

Dietrichl Reetz argued! that! although! thel threel toolsl discussed at the. meeting + thel social
charter, thel cohesion’ fund and! thel twaterl andl energyl communityl H arel $pecificl proposals,
moving them! forward in'4 ¢coherent way would requirelinstitutional anchoring. Inl order! to
createl 4 honl controversial frameworkl forl cooperation, anl institutional framework should
bel discussed_and developed_early on. Dr. Reetz suggested that it would bel difficult to
inducel countries inl thel regionl tol implement international initiatives_suchl as_ thel threel tools
suggested, and. thatl serious_considerationl $hould be  givenl to howl to winl theitl support. In
orderl to.mobilise_support among countries_ofl thel tegion [ asl¥vell as amongf external actors
suchl asl thel EULand[ thel IUSA, hel recommendedl developing 4 clear! focal point for the
process, suchl as. Majlis. EI Hassan or, laterl on/ 4l WANALmulti stakeholder! foundationl or
thelequivalent. Thelinitial process_should bel built_ onl cooperation. around uncontroversial,
commonlissues. Thelhext stepsvould introducelmorel concretelinitiatives, suchl as/ the  Social
Charter, ICohesionl [Fund Jand /Waterl Jandl [Energy. |Community. [Hel Jalsol lrecommended
establishing 4 platforml tol facilitatel ¢ivil Societyl cooperation and. coordination, ¢nabling ¢ivil
societies__tol aid inl thel mobilisation ofl publicl support forl regional cooperationinitiatives
aimed at improving/ theléverydayllives of the people/ Thelplatformcouldlalsol servel to bring
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together different! kinds_ofl civil society _groups, including’ secular, minorityl andl Islamist
organisationsaround a_commonl philosophy.[Dr.[Reetz argued that bothl thelUSAland the
EUwould belvery supportive of any tegional initiativel whichlis focused and whichlsuggests
practical measures_for howlstabilityl could be furthered twithl fesources. froml thel tegion. He
alsol lrecommended lconsidering possiblelIsynergies iwith' lthel IEUL whenl ldeveloping/ Ithe
WANALconcept and presenting thel concept of thel WANALprocess_to_organisations_and
institutions withinl thel USAland thel EU.

Key issues/ discussed:

Thisl process_is_tryingf tol conceptualizel thel WANALregionl inl anl innovativel swayt H as
peoplelwholarel concerned byl thel problemsthel fegion’ faces'and earnestly.devoted_to
bringingf about change [t islimportant not to limit thel discussion  to what governments
couldlagree to,[but to think ¢reatively, freelyland deliberately [Peoplelin the tegion, such
as_university' students, ¢ivil $ocietylactivists.and businessmen/ $hould belinvolved inl the
processLin anl attempt to_ broaden! thel¥iewsLofl tegional governmentsland pavel thelxway
fortintert governmental cooperation.

Promotingl democratisation and multi stakeholdetr! cooperation Wwithin' 4 singlel country
is_challenging’ enough, but doing solat thel regional level isl 4l greaterl challenge.[The
experience of Indonesia showsl_that suchlal process_alsol tequires_enlightenedlleadership
fromlthel government as_ theyl possess_thel power tolbringl about peaceful ¢hanges.

Thel ided off talking| aboutl 4l supranational realitylin[ thel geographical area off WANA
wouldlalsoladdress_ the probleml of tesourcel planning inl thel tegion (even morel sol than
creating{ peacelinl thel tegion).[ Al frameworklstrongf énough! toldeal with thel postl conflict
challengeslwelwill face in thel futurelmust bel developed.

Conclusions:

1.

AsLdl firstl stepl towardsl strengtheningf civil societylin the. WANA[ region,[ al taskforce
should bel setl tipl tol considerl what heeds_tolbel done. It swould bel helpful tolinvolve
peoplelsvho havel initiated  similar! ¢ivil society processeslin’ different tegions/ Examples
of_lactivities_lincludel thellestablishmentl lofl Janl international imedial lpeacellcorps, Jand
networkingf wwithl existing |Asianl_organisations_such as_thel aforementioned ADS[ and
APA.

Altaskforcelshould bel $et up_ to_ conceptualiselal social ¢harter byl drawing/ iponl existing
material ‘andl tol ldistributel ithel ldraftl itol relevantl stakeholders. forl comments.L It fwas
suggested thatt Muchkund Dubey and Walid Salemlsvould jointlyllead such a taskforce.

Almeeting off civil societyl activists_could bel organised_inl Jordanl tol discuss_ the! draft
Social Charter.

Alwirtual WANAL platform! forl coordinating thel efforts  bf’ civil society _organisations
should bel set iip using thel various means availablelsuchl asl thel Internet.

Research students from thel WANAL region should bel_encouraged. tol initiatel further
researchlintol thel modalities off thel Waterl and Energyl Community, Social Charterf and
thelCohesion Fund.

Allforum! forl thel alternativel lenergyl communityl land representatives._froml lelectricity
experts_could bel ¢reated tol discuss_televant viableloptions.
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10.

11.

Alforumlof nonl governmental éxperts.¢could bel ¢reated around watetlissues, perhaps’in
cooperation with' StockholmlInternational Water Institution[ (SIWT)

Thelhext meeting in Turkey inlTatel 2007 should include:
e Discussionl onl thel draft $ocial Charter;
e designinglanlappropriate institutional framework for thelprocess;

e developing il corel grouplofl civil societyl organisations, sharingf thel same  vision and
objectives.as_ thelprocess, from thelWANAltegion;

e developing al prioritised, threel year strategyl plan’ for moving froml discussion to

action.

MajlisL EI' Hassanl could workl as’al focal point for thel WANAL process_until i viable
alternative islfound.

ThelpossibilityL of using the. OSCELtol take  thel process forward during thel 2008 Finnish
Presidencylof thel drganisation should bel ¢éxplored.

HRHI Princel Hassan bin[ Talal will sharel thel ideas_onl thel WANALprocess. discussed_at
thelmeeting{ during hisltrips.tol Brussels.and the USA.
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